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Sir: 

This responds to the August !4, 2007 Office Action in the abovc-icicniifTc<l application. 

In ihc August 14, 2007 Office Aciion, the Examiner has imposed a restriction requirement under 
the provisions of 35 U.S.C. 121 and 35 IJ.S.C 372 against clainas I -.14. and required lliat an 
election be made between: 

Group I, claim(s) N3, drawn to poJy-gamma-glutamale (PGA). 

GroupII, claim(s) 4, drawn to a hydrogel. 

Group 111, claim(s) 5, drawn to cosmetics. 

Group TV, c!aim(s) 6, drawn to foods. 

Group V, c!aim(R) 7, drawn to teedstuffs. 

Gtx>apVJ, claim(s)8, drawn to a water-absorbing agent 

Group VII, cl£iini(s} 9-13, drawn to a mineral absorption-promoting composition. 
Group VllU c]aim(s} 14, drawn to a method for using PGA. 

A]>plieant$ hereby elect, with triivci^e. Group I claims 1 -3 of the present application. 

The restriction is traversed under PCT Rule 13.2 as the common technical feature which 
contributes to each of the claims, namely poly-gamma-glutamate (PGA) "of at least 5000 kDa*' or 
having "a moan molecular weight between 5000 kDa and 15000 kDa/' is the special technical 
feature that defines the contribution that each as-pect of the claimed invention, considered as a 
whole, makes over the prior art. The examiner's attention is rcspectfuly directed to MPEP § 
1850, PCT Rule 13.2 which t>tales: 

^*Where a group of hiventions is claimed in one and the same international 
iipplieation, the rcijuirement of unity af invention referred to in Rule 13.1 shall 
be fulfilled only when there is a technical relationship among those inventions 
Involving one or more of the same or corresponding special technical features. 
The expression 'special. technical features' shall mean those technical features 
that dcflnc a contribution which each of the claimed invcntionn, con.sid«rccl 
as a wholCf makes over tiic prior art/' (emphasis added) 

The examiner, at the last line of page 2 of the August 14, 2007 Office Action, cites U.S. I'atent 
No. 5447732 by Tanimoto ct al. as dif;clo.<(ing a composition comprising poly-gamma-glutamatc 
(PGA) at column 4, lines 18-37. The examiner eontends Tanimoto ct al. discloses applicants* 
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common spccifil fculurc precluding cipplictuits from cluiming lhat PGA comprises the **single 
general inventive concept." 

. Applicants respectfully disagree. 

Timimoto c( al. at column 4» lines l«-37 does not disclose PGA "of at least 5000 kDa" or 
having "a mean molecular weight between 5000 kDa iind 15000 kDa,'' as claimed by applicants 
in claims 1-14. Tanimolo ct al. at column 4, lines 18-37 teaches one of several foiTns of poly-, 
glutamic acid and not the salt or ester form known as poly-gam ma-glutamatc, nor does Tanimoto 
at column 4, lines 18-37 disclose an ullni high molecular weight. The ultra-high molecular 
weight ofapplicimls" PGA is the common special technical feature defining the contribution each 
aspect of the claimed invention, considered as a whole, makes over the prior art. The restriction 
requirement applied against Groups 1 through VIII is therefore improper and based on the 
tbregoing, it is respectfully requested that the restriction requirement be withdrawn. 

Additionally, the examiner's attention is respectfully directed to MPEP § 803 which 

states: 

**[l]f the search and examination of an entire application C4»ri be made without 
serious burden, the examiner must examine it on the merits, even though it 
includes claims to independent and distinct inventions.^* MPEP § 803 

The subject matter of the respective Croups I through VIII presents no serious burden on 
searching by the examiner^ since the majority of these searches will involve a search of PGA in 
the same class and subclass, for exiimple, a search of the claims of Group K IV, V, VI, and VII, 
will involve a search for PGA in class 426 Food and other edible material and subclass 234 
Processes, Compositions, and Products. Further, only the claim of Croup Vlll is drawn to a 
method for using PGA, while all of the other claims arc compounds or compositions comprising 
PGA. As such, a search and examination of those claims can be made without additional '"serious 
burden" to the examiner. 

Based on the foregoing, it is requci^tcd. that; the restriction requirement be reconsidered and 
withdrawn, and the applicants respectfully request that pending claims 1-14 are unitarily 
examined. Tf there are any issues that can be telephonically resolved, the examiner is requested to 
contact the undersigned attorney at (919) 419-9350 to discuss same, in order to expedite the 
prosecution of the present application. 
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RcspcclAilly submitted, 
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ultqui::;l 
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Atlorney for Appliciints 
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The USPTO is hereby authorized to charge any deficiency or credit any ovcrp-aymcnt or fees 
properly payable for this document to Deposit Account No. 08-3284 
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